
Dexter Little League Board Meeting 
 
January 6, 2016 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:32pm 
 
Members present: 
Melissa Boobyer, Dave Rosevelt, Ken Bryson, Greg Sharp, Rich Deleruyelle, Mara Greatorex, 
Samantha Brandt, Jodi Kniesteadt, Lisa Pitts, Bryce McAllister, Charlie Gagne, Jennifer Taylor, 
Jeff Kirkey, Jill Dromazos, Mike Guinta 
Members not present: Ed Gauthier, Paula Condron, Andrew Babicki, George Michos 
 
Also in Attendance: Pam Bildner, Michigan Little League District 3 Administrator 
 
Approval of Minutes 12/8/15 
Pitts motioned to approved.  Seconded.   
Vote: unanimous 
 
Committee Updates 
 

a. Fundraising- Taylor reported that there will be two Dine to Donate events.  The first 
event is at the Dexter Pub on Wednesday, January 27th, all day.  The second will be held 
at Aubree’s in Dexter on February 4th from 4pm to 10pm.  For the Aubree’s event we will 
be able to set up in the back room to offer open registration and apparel sales. 
Taylor also reported that the Bear Claw coffee and Hot Papi Trucks will be at the 
Opening Day event. 

b. Finance  
i. Approval of budget- Condron was absent tonight, so Gagne suggested that we 

table the budget approval until next meeting. 
c. All Star Selection-Boobyer reported that a couple of things have come up including the 

new age rules for little league.  She also spoke that the committee has recommended  
making statistics mandatory for nominations to All Stars. The statistics would include 
attendance and batting average.  The committee realizes it can be subjective based on 
different scorekeepers, however they feel that it will help in accessing the All Star 
selection process.   She also talked about giving the coaches a script so that all teams are 
aware of the expectations of the All Stars.  Gagne added that last year there was a script 
given to coaches and yet said there were still inconsistencies of expectations between 
teams.  

d. Playing Rules- Boobyer reported that the committee didn’t make a lot of new rules.  They 
stuck closely to last year’s rules.  The committee will have more to update at the next 
meeting after her committee has smoothed out some of the wrinkles. 

e. Scheduling /Co-Exist 
i. Overall season schedule- Rosevelt reported on the scope of the plan for the Co-

exist and Scheduling plan for DLL and Travel teams. Dexter Little League has to 
play at least 12 games.  This year the season has been extended by one week to 
accommodate the 12 games.  One double header is scheduled early in the season 



for Majors.  Games will be scheduled on the Saturday before Mother’s Day. The 
weekend of the 12th there will be no games scheduled, with the exception of T-
ball.  This allows for travel teams to schedule tournaments or for teams to have a 
weekend to “chill.”  Guinta made an observation about the extension of the 
season.  He mentioned that this year the end of the season will still coincide the 
the end of the school year because the start of school was late.  In future years, 
however, the end of the season will not always coincide with the end of the school 
year and will most likely extend a week after school lets out.  It was suggested 
that we alert families to that fact in the future to hopefully avoid scheduling 
conflicts. 
The season will end June 11th.  This gives four days before the selection of All 
Star teams.  Bildner confirmed that try-outs for All Star teams cannot happen until 
June 15th. 
Co-Exist-Rosevelt then reported on the DLL and Travel Co-Existence Project 
recommendations. The goals of the project are to find a way to make it easier for 
kids to participate in DLL regular season, DLL All Stars and Travel baseball.   
He stated that not much had changed from the guidelines last year.  They are still 
recommending to play on Thursdays and have Fridays off to help with pitch 
counts.  Also recommending that kids who play travel miss no more than 50% of 
games on Thursdays.  Bryson offered the discussion that he felt that a lot was 
accomplished last year and that a lot of accommodations were made for travel 
teams.  He also said that we (DLL) made a lot of concessions for travel last year 
and that it is hard to make more this year.  He added the more allotments that are 
made for travel, the weaker our DLL community gets.  Bryson continuted that 
teams’ comradery grows stronger at practices and games.  There are a lot of roles, 
assignments and laughter that are missed when half the team misses 
practices/games due to another travel team.  Rosevelt said that he appreciated 
Bryson’s comments and agreed, however nothing had changed in the co-exist 
guidelines from the year before.  The committee was just trying to make a 
solution that would work for everyone.  After some discussion it was revealed that 
the way this year’s guidelines were worded, 50% of Thursday games versus 3 out 
of 6 games was where there was a misunderstanding.  
Discussion moved to an additional guideline relating to All Stars.  A player must 
play in 75% of all his DLL games (regular and post) in order to be eligible for All 
Stars.  This is a higher attendance than regular LL rules states which is 60%. 
(85% is at least 7 out of 12 games) 
For All Stars a player must participate in 85% (9 out of 12) of his DLL All Star 
practices, activities and games in order to remain on the team.  DLL has provided 
improved flexibility to allow players to be able to participate in other activates 
outside of DLL.  Note that absences for illness, injury or family emergencies do 
not apply to either of these rules. 
Gagne moved to put the 85% rule to a vote. Kniesteadt seconded. 
Vote:  
For: Boobyer, Rosevelt, Bryson, Sharp, Deleruyelle, Greatorex, Kniesteadt, Pitts, 
McAllister, Gagne, Kirkey, Dromazos, Guinta 
Abstain: Brandt 



Oppose: Taylor 
ii. Update on plans for using UM Softball Field- Sharp reported that we haven’t 

heard back from UM yet regarding the dates requested. 
f. Long term planning 

i. Meeting with Timmis and Next Steps- Kirkey reported that he and Boobyer met 
with Timmis regarding DLL field use contract.  The meeting went well and they 
are navigating a path.  One of the concerns for the School Board is to treat all 
groups that want to use the school’s facilities fairly.  For right now Timmis is 
committed to keeping the status quo with the agreement in place for Dexter Little 
Leagues field use.  He also encourages DLL to submit the schedule early as we 
did last year.  It was also discussed that there would not be a permanent fence put 
up on field 17. 
Boobyer suggested that while we are maintaining a status quo with the schools, 
perhaps we should discuss a Plan B for the future.  Deleruyelle mentioned that a 
Plan B may not be needed as the DLL has been around for 13 years and have not 
had any problems working with the schools and everything has worked out well 
without problems.  
On another note, Rosevelt noted that there will most likely be a larger minors 
group. There will be at least 12 minors teams as a result of the new age 
determination. 

g. Communications – Brandt checked in for communications. DLL info will be on the flyer 
for Dexter Community Education. Brandt added that we are gearing up for registration.  
Communications will amp up to announce registration. Pitts mentioned that we could 
post on the Wyle and Creekside parents Facebook groups.  Greatorex said that she would 
post on the Creekside parents Facebook page on behalf of the DLL.   

h. Kitchen Sink- McAllister spoke about the age determination change. Starting this spring 
season DLL will use the Official 2016 Little League Age Chart.  He highlighted the 
reasons for the change. 

1. It is what the Little League wants us to do. 
2. Kids will be playing within their school class and age 
3. Little League will become a true 12-year-old program in 2018 and better align with the 

International Little League.  
4. Coaches and parents will be made aware of the change to keep player health and safety 

in mind. 
5. No current Majors will skip a year 
6. Current players in DLL who have birthdays in May, June, July, and Aug and after 2005 

will have to skip a year of eligibility 
7. No player will miss a 10, 11, or 12 All Star eligibility year. Some players will miss 9. 
8. DLL will offer a "Play Down” for Parents/Players who fit in to the affected birthdays. 

This also will apply for next year. 
9. Parents of the players affected will be provided with a detail flyer informing them 

of their options and players will be evaluated for safety concerns at the evaluations. 
10. If Little League does reverse course on the age chart, players who skipped a year will 

get their year back. 

 



Here is how the new Age Chart affects players from 2015 to 2016 season: 
 
Date 2015 

Played 
2016 Will 

Play 
Skips    

May 2006-Aug 
2006 

8 10 9    

May 2007-Aug 
2007 

7 9 8  34 Kids Will Play 
Minors 

May 2008-Aug 
2008 

6 8 7    

May 2009-Aug 
2009 

5 7 6  16 kids Will Play 
MP 

 
 
 

McAlister also spoke giving parents a “play down” option.  It would basically give the 
parents the option to have their player play in the old age chart and they would take the 
risk if the Little League changes course on the age chart (resulting in a loss of year later 
in there LL career). This would be a year by year choice, if you played down this year 
does not mean you would have to the next. It could be a good option for the players that 
are just not ready yet for the next step and puts the choice in the parents’ hands to when 
the player skips the year. 
We will have the flyer and information sheet available later this week and information 
will be on the web site soon.  
 

i. Important Dates:  Field Clean up is March 19th 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:13 


